
 

Grand Knight: Ronald Morra          Editor: Paul R. Fabrizio  
428 McBeth Dr.          1007 Harvard Rd. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15235           Monroeville, PA 15146 

ronmorra@aol.com              Phone: 412-373-3578 

Phone: 412-848-7012          paulfabrizio@msn.com 
            
Meetings: 2nd & 4th Mondays 7:30PM         Financial Secretary: Ross Zappa 
St. Bernadette, Biedenbach Hall         386 Willow Hedge Dr. 
245 Azalea Dr. Monroeville, PA 15146  
Monroeville, PA 15146                         412-607-8636  
           kofc4925secretary@gmail.com   

WEBSITE – www.kofc4925.org           
     

PIUS XII COUNCIL 4925   The Compass  JULY, 2021 ISSUE 

 

DEACON’S GALAXY 

          What is freedom? As I write this, the 4th of 

July weekend is approaching. We will celebrate the 

freedom we enjoy as Americans. But what is freedom 

really? 

Is it the ability to do whatever you want? That hardly 

seems realistic. What I may want to do may be 

detrimental to you. Do I have the freedom to do it 

anyway? After all, freedom is freedom and why 

should you have the right to interfere with my 

freedom? 

Obviously, a reasonable person sees that this cannot 

be true. Otherwise, there would be chaos and anarchy. 

We have to have rules and limits to protect the rights 

of others. That means that freedom is not an absolute. 

Freedom must be tempered with justice. 

So that leads to a further question of what is justice? 

Again, there are so many lawyers around that such a 

question would not seem to have an easy answer. If 

you have ever been involved in a dispute of any kind, 

you know that each side believes wholeheartedly that 

they are right. But can we see an overarching justice 

that does not rely on what is in it for me? 

Remember the discussion that Jesus had about the 

Greatest Commandment. Of course, this was a trick 

question by the scribes and Pharisees. After all, there 

are 613 Jewish Laws. But Jesus uses their own law 

against them. Jesus quotes to then the Sh’ma, the 

great creedal statement of Judaism: You shall love the 

Lord, your God, with you whole 

heart…(Deuteronomy 6:4 ff) He follows it up with a 

quote from Leviticus about loving your neighbor as 

yourself. 

Here we see what it is to seek justice. First of all, we 

seek the will of God. God does not wish ill or injury 

to anyone. Secondly, we must consider what is for the 

good of our neighbor. When both of those can be met, 

then we can act freely. But if the exercise of our 

“freedom” injures anyone in any way, it is not just 

and must not be done. 

There are many times in our national history that we 

have failed to protect the freedom of others. Most 

glaringly for us, as Catholics, is the issue of abortion. 

Obviously, the exercise of the freedom of one has 

direct injury on the freedom or rights of another. But 

it is not the limit of our failure. Look at slavery. Look 

at the subjugation of indigenous people. 

We celebrate freedom. We need to recognize that we 

do not always exercise freedom appropriately. Maybe 

that should be our prayer this 4th of July. 

Deacon Mike 

GRAND KNIGHTS GALAXY 

          Brothers I hope all are well. Once again, I want 

to thank you for your support through the years. 

Together we made our council successful. 

I want to congratulate our new GK Ron Morra and 

the rest of our new officers. Ron will be an excellent 

GK. We must show our support. I want to give 

special thanks to Bro. Anthony Pulleo for the 

EXCELLENT job he did on organizing the golf 

outing! He worked very hard to make it successful. I 
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also want to thank all the volunteers for their hard 

work. 

 

Meeting date July 12th. 7:00 pm 

 

God bless and thanks 

 

PGK Pete Bobich  

TREASURER’S GALAXY 

          Our treasurer, Bro. Paul Fabrizio, will make the 

following report at the July 12, 2021 meeting:  

$10,505.76 prior bank balance, $20,012.44 income, 

$9,646.64 expenses, $20,871.56 balance, $50.00 

committed funds, $20,821.76 funds available.   

The Bishop’s Project balance in our treasury stands at 

$50.00.           

 

Over the past month, the Council made the following 

donations: $300 – Blake Eagle Scout Project; $259.98 

– St. Francis Statue; $240 – Oro-Life Booklets; $500 

– Nat. Woman’s Coalition for Life; $50 – Gr. Pgh. 

Comm. Food Bank; and $50 – Thomas More Soc.   

Our total for the 2020-21 fiscal year ends at 

$14,745.45. This total does not reflect any Bishop 

Project funds.  

 

THE BISHOP’S PROJECT 

          The year began on Mar. 1, 2021. The 

coronavirus has been playing havoc with our plans 

since March, 2020. We were not able to have the 

Annual Penny Drive in any of our churches and we 

were not able to hold any Tootsie Roll Drives. Now 

that the churches are open to all again and the super 

markets have no restrictions, we are able to resume 

our efforts in building the Bishop’s Project funds.  

 

In fact, Bro. Greg Blake, chairman of our Tootsie 

Roll Drives, has set a drive for Oct. 9, 2021 from 

10:00 am - 4:00pm at the Shop & Save in Wilkins. 

We will need two brothers for each two-hour shift to 

volunteer to collect the funds. Over the years, many 

brothers have volunteered to do this. Hopefully, we 

may be able to attract some of our newer members to 

pitch in this year. Full details will appear in future  

 

newsletters.  

 

If you would like to make a personal donation to the 

project, brothers may go to the web site at 

http://www.bishopsprojectkofc.org/donate to make a 

financial donation and note that you are from Council 

4925. You may also send your donation directly to 

Gary L. Williard, BP Treasurer, 54 Florence Dr., 

Pittsburgh, PA 15220. 

 

ANNUAL PICNIC 

          The Annual Knights of Columbus Council 

4925 picnic is set for Sunday, July 25, 2021 at 

Overlook Park on Thomas St. from 1:00 pm – 6:00 

pm. The Council will supply, hamburgers, 

cheeseburgers, hot dogs, kielbasa, buns, corn, soft 

drinks and beer. There will be no cost to our members 

and their family members. We do ask that you bring a 

covered dish or dessert for the attendees to enjoy. If 

you plan on attending, please contact our new Grand 

Knight, Bro. Ron Morra, at 412-848-7012 by July 23, 

2021 so that we can have some idea of how much 

food to purchase. Make plans on being with the 

brotherhood for an enjoyable afternoon of fun and 

games.  

 

GOLF TOURNEY RECAP 

          This year’s golf tournament was held on 

Saturday, June 19, 2021 with a shotgun tee off at 

10:00 am. Registration began at 9:00 am. There were 

102 golfers who took to the links for a very enjoyable 

day of golfing and brotherhood/friendship (except for 

that short rain deluge around 12 Noon). The winners 

of this year’s scramble shot an amazing 17 under par 

to take home the $300 prize. The second-place team 

shot a very respectable 14 under for the $200 prize 

and the third-place team shot an 11 under for the $100 

prize. I do not have all of the names of those golfers, 

but I can tell you they were quite happy with their 

prizes. Following golf, there was a very tasty buffet 

enjoyed by 115 people. A 50/50 raffle saw a man go 

home with a smile on his face and $340 in his pocket. 

The Chinese raffle was a great success as we were 

able to award more prizes than at any of our prior golf 

events. This year we were able to secure over 50 hole 

sponsors.  
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The chairman for this year’s event, Bro. Anthony 

Pulleo, did a fantastic job of organizing and pulling 

off a wonderful event. A gigantic Knights thank you 

is awarded to Bro. Pulleo. He did such a great job that 

I understand he has been offered the position for the 

next 50 years (he is only around 30 years old).  

 

Bro. Pulleo and our past Grand Knight want to extend 

their sincere thanks to all those who secured golfers, 

secured hole sponsors, secured prizes, sold raffle 

tickets, helped with registration, and donated to the 

Chinese Auction. Without your help, the event would 

not have been a success. There are still some  

receivables for the outing, but, when all income is 

received, the outing will have seen a profit of around  

$4,000. Indeed, this was a very successful day and 

our special charities will be the beneficiaries.  

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

          Council 4925 held its annual election of 

officers at the meeting on June 28, 2021. This year’s 

nomination committee was Bro. Joseph Daum, Bro. 

William Mulkerin and Bro. Brian Zeik. The following 

brothers have been elected for the 2021-22 fiscal 

year: Bro. Ron Morra – Grand Knight; Bro. David 

Fennessey – Deputy Grand Knight; Bro. Ed 

McDermott – Chancellor; Bro. John Prazenica – 

Recorder; Bro. Paul Fabrizio – Treasurer;  

Bro. Pete Bobich – 3 year trustee; Bro. Brian Zeik –  

Inside Guard; Bro. Matt Valentine – outside guard; 

Bro. Joe Balcik – Warden; and, Bro. Tom Cocchi – 

Advocate. The representatives to the State 

Convention are Bro. Ron Morra and Bro. Pete Bobich 

with Bro. Keith Brown as 1st alternate and Bro. 

Bernie Alfer as 2nd alternate. Our representatives to 

the Pgh. Chapter are: Bro. Ron Morra; Bro. Dave 

Fennessy; Bro. John Prazenica; Bro. Tom Cocchi, Jr.; 

Bro. Ed McDermott; and, Bro. Bernie Alfer.    

 

TAP SCHOLARSHIPS 

          At the meeting on June 28, 2021, Bro. John 

Prazenica reported that there were 17 applications for 

our 10 scholarships with 2 days left to apply. The 

names of the winners of the 10 scholarships will be 

drawn at the meeting on July 12, 2021.   

Each winner will be notified and asked to submit 

verification of attendance. Once verification is 

received, a tuition assistance check will be mailed 

directly to each of the winners' Catholic Schools.  

 

CHURCH DIRECTOR ACTIVITY 

          Bro. Jim Marshall has been quite busy this past 

month in handling the duties as our church director. 

He had noticed that the St. Francis statue (on the 

walkway into St. Bernadette Church) was in need of 

repair or replacement. Bro. Marshall went on a hunt 

and found that he could replace the concrete statue 

(around 100 pounds) with a much lighter material (26 

pounds). The Council had voted to pay for the statue 

as part of our Parish Needs charity. The statue was 

purchased for $259.98 and Bro. Marshall has installed 

it and glued it to the base (so that a strong wind would 

not blow it over). A great job by Bro. Marshall and a 

huge Knights thank you is extended to him. 

 

Another project which Bro. Marshall undertook this 

month was the installation of our free reading 

material to the book racks in our churches. As you 

may know, all reading material had been removed as 

a safety measure due to COVID. Thanks to Bro. 

Marshall, the booklets are back in place.  

 

COMMUNITY DIRECTOR ACTIVITY 

          Bro. Matt Valentine reports that there will be a 

Burger Bash at St. Bernadette’s Church on Sunday, 

July 11, 2021 from Noon till 4:00 pm. Plan to stop by 

for lunch or an early dinner (or both) to help us raise 

some funds for the Parish. The Lourdes Center will be 

open for eating in or carry out is also being offered. 

Many brother Knights have volunteered to help in the 

kitchen and dining hall and we thank you for that.  

 

          Bro. Valentine has also reported there will be a 

fish fry offered in August, 2021 and an Octoberfest in 

September. Full details will appear in future letters.  

 

COLOR CORPS 

          If you are a 4th degree Knight, please consider 

becoming a member of the color corps. The leader of  

the corps is our own Bro. Joe Burke III and he wanted  
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to make sure that all of you are aware that the corps is 

available for the wake and funeral of all brothers who  

have reached the Knighthood (old 3rd) degree and the 

Patriotism (old 4th) degree as well as their spouses.  

The corps is looking for members to join the corps. If  

you are interested, please contact Bro. Burke 412- 

736-3673 or email jpburkeIII@verizon.net The 

Supreme Office has now turned over the sale and  

distribution of the new uniform to The Supply Room.  

This company makes uniforms for all of our military  

services. If you would like to purchase a uniform, 

contact Jim Craig at 800-458-5180 ex 168. 

 

OUR INSURANCE AGENT 

         We still do not have a field agent. In the interim, 

you may contact Ross Conklin, General Agent, at 

Ross.Conklin@kofc.org or call 412-729-2709. 

Remember our agents are here to serve us. The 

Knights of Columbus enjoy the highest rating from 

A.M. Best.  

 

WEB SITE   WWW.KofC4925.ORG    

          Bro. John Prazenica does a fantastic job in 

keeping the site current. So, add prayer requests, read 

old issues of The Compass dating back to 2006, have 

access to the chairmen of our various projects, and 

find links to various sites of interest. The News & 

Announcements and the Events Calendar are updated 

and changed regularly so bookmark this site so you 

may visit it regularly. A very big Knights thank you is  

extended to Bro. John Prazenica, for all of his hard 

work and time spent in maintaining the site.  

 

COUNCIL DUES 

           Our financial secretary, Bro. Ross Zappa, 

reports there are still about 27 brothers who have not  

paid their 2021 dues. If you are one of them, please  

submit your dues in the amount of $24 to Bro. Ross 

Zappa, 386 Willow Hedge Dr., Monroeville, PA 

15146.  

 

GOOD & WELFARE 

          Beginning July 1, 2021, Council 4925 will be 

supporting four seminarians in their journey to the 

priesthood. Brian Myler of St. Susanna Church in our  

Parish will join Stephen Wetzel, Xavier Engle and 

Chris McMullen. The Council will support each of 

them with $600 a year. Their first installments will be 

sent in September and the second will be in March.  

 

The son of Bro. Greg Blake has an Eagle Scout 

Project to build a staircase at Serra Catholic High 

School that will be used to assist in storing materials 

for the annual play. A motion was made, seconded 

and passed to supply young Mr. Blake with $300 to 

help buy materials needed. 

 

A motion was made, seconded and passed to provide 

a $500 donation in June 2021 and $500 in September, 

2021 to the National Woman’s Coalition for Life to 

help them in their efforts to lease space for an office 

that will be located next to Planned Parenthood on 

Liberty Ave., in downtown Pgh. We wish them well 

in their efforts.  

 

Fr. Larry Adams made a request to the Council to 

purchase a new grill for the Parish. A motion was 

made, seconded and passed to donate $500 for the 

purchase of a grill. 

 

The Council will be hosting the Pgh. Chapter Meeting 

on Sep. 7, 2021.  

 

Bro. Ricky Varlotta was present at the meeting on 

June 14, 2021. He reported that the fund raiser held 

on May 16, 2021 at Monroeville Community Park 

was a success as it raised over $5,000 for the 

Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. Bro. Varlotta 

thanked the Knights for their support.   

 

The Council has received a thank you note from 

Respect Life for our recent $500 donation to the 

National Woman’s Coalition for Life. Bro. Clay 

Bossart reported that Respect Life has raised over 

$150,000 so far in their efforts to raise $400,000 to 

secure a 5-year lease.  

 

The Council has decided to cancel any plans for 

holding a Knight at the Races this year. We hope to 

be able to hold one in January, 2022.     
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The Council is still looking for a co-chairman for our 

Christmas Basket Project.    

 

Bro. James Marshall has arranged for our Annual 

Memorial Mass to be held on Nov. 28, 2021 at St. 

Bernadette Church at 11:00 am. A special Knights 

thank you is extended to Bro. Marshall for making the  

arrangements.  

 

Bro. Ed McDermott is in charge of sending get well 

wishes to brothers who may be experiencing sickness.  

If you know of anyone who is sick, please contact 

him at 412-823-6393 or email at 

edwardmcdermott70@gmail.com and he will send get 

well wishes for our Council.  

 

If you are a veteran of our military services or you  

know of a veteran who is in need of physical or 

mental health, please call the VA Help Line at 1-800- 

273-8255.   

 

The Council still has a large number of magnets. If 

you would like to purchase a He Is Risen Magnet or  

a Keep Christ in Christmas Magnet, please contact  

our chairman, Bro. Robert Schnelbach at 412-915-

9075 or email to schnels@verizon.net  Magnets make 

a nice gift. 

 

The winner of the 50/50 on June 14, 2021 was Bro. 

Matt Valentine - $39. The winner of the 50/50 on 

June 28, 2021 was Bro. Joe Daum - $40 

. 

NECROLOGY FOR JULY 

 

Remembering Our Deceased Brothers 

July 4, 1987 Charles W. Franklin 

July 4, 2016 Mark Wojton 

July 7, 2016 PGK Patsy Boccardi, Jr. 

July 18, 1973 Francis X. Cassidy 

July 19, 1977 Joseph Imro 

July 21, 1996 Roger V. Guella 

July 23, 1966 Jesse Stewart 

July 23, 2011 Joseph L. Santangelo 

July 24, 2006 Henry A. Sinopoli 

July 27, 1994 Robert E. Dalton 

July 27, 2014 Charles C. Passmore 

July 28, 2019 Raymond E. Ankenbrandt 

July 29, 1990 John Holtschneider 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may  

perpetual light shine upon them! May their souls and  

the souls of all of our dearly departed brothers rest in  

peace. 

 

SICK LIST: Rose Bauer, Frank Sterner, Cathy 

Zottle, Carrie Hetrick, Roseann Coshoski, Lorraine 

Zappa, Joe Gurski, Joseph Burke III, Mark Heckman, 

Elizabeth Lovic, Lonnie Silver, Dorothy Kelly, Joe 

Pect, Lisa Hadac, Craig Wilmotte, Ben Pusateri, 

Stephanie Fabrizio, Clay Bossart, Iris Moreo, Alyson 

Baker, Ron Markowski, Rick Varlotta, Erin Smyers, 

Mike Balino, Rocco Muffi, Robert Condrac, Dennis 

Marney, John Prazenica, Joan Syrek, Leo 

Hajdukiewicz, Dee Wiederstein, Mark Heckman, 

Jude Halterlein, Jerry Burgman, Judy Novak, Marie 

Bobich, Rich Wren, TJ Whalen, Rich DePaulis, 

Kathy Tucek, Ted Novak, Tom Behrmann, Debbie 

Sundo, Mercedes Rafferty, Debbie Simpkin, Megan 

Syrek, Richard Manning, Bill Aietgen, Hudson 

Donahue, Tara Halterlein, Ron Hagen, Mary 

Hajdukiewicz, Bill Syrek, Bob Alfer, Jim Marshall, 

Dave Fennessy, Tom Palmieri, David DiTommaso, 

Ned Cash, Richard Mellick, Raymond Westbrook, 

and Patricia Sasselli.  

 

DECEASED: Those lost in the Fl. Building collapse, 

Ted Eazor, Helen Dorcak, Renee Constant, Jane 

Bobich, Louis DeFabio, Elsa Mazivitch, William 

White, Andrew Galistio, Paul DeSabato, Rich Wren, 

Mary Ann Vecchio, Ray Urban, Kevin McFadden, 

Dan Balcik, Jeff Elizeus, Carol Marney, Eileen 

Bartoli, Domenick Capecci, Vince Brunotts, 

Raymond Sasselli, Lucy Clement, Lucille Knecktal, 

Mark DeFabio, and Mark Wilmotte.  

           

Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may  

perpetual light shine upon them. May their souls and 

all of the souls of our dearly departed rest in peace.  
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Brothers, please plan on attending our in-person 

meetings on July 12, 2021 and Aug. 9, 2021 in 

Biedenbach Hall. Also, make it to the Burger Bash on 

July 11, 2021 at St. Bernadette’s. Brothers, keep safe 

and keep praying!    

 

Hoping that all of our brothers enjoyed a very Happy 

Independence Day.         

 

Vivat, Jesus – Paul 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Plan to attend our Annual Picnic on Sunday, July 25, 

2021 at Overlook Park – bring a covered dish or 

dessert. 
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